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(From the (ilobe.]
. SUREN AND THE SOUTHERN
|\, WHIGS—UNIVERSAL SUF-
I AND NEGRO SUFFRAGE,

artinacity with which the lead-
e Federal Whig party in the
Land Southwestern States con-
misrepresent the course ol the
{ upon questions l!]\.‘ul\'lll_‘.,’ the
sullrages 18 1'0\':_.[[[11% to every
liberal mind.  In some of those
where the right of sullrage is
Iy enjoyed by white men, it is
fhat he is hostile to universal
. in all of them, his course in
[ork Convention of 1821, rela-
negro .‘;H“‘J‘:]L{l‘, 18 ]“'illlt'li at a8
ive evidence of his hostility to
g institutions.  Men  who in

o comsult and fraternize with .I.\
1115, the leader of the Hl:l\'l'—:l'_:l-‘lhf:l‘ll ],"‘r'l’l" to believe that he ‘.mm._'_u,m_ Van Vetchen., and Jacob R. Van
p that bodyyand with Slade, who | tains feelings and opinions which he ) Renselaer. The Democracy of the State |’-qu went in mass in favor of abolishing

these declarations, and has caused the
Government in every Department to
be administered in a just spivit towards
the rights of the South,  All these acts
and deelarations, putting in jeopardy to
some extent the oreat ]'u\|'-||l'u|'il\' which
Mr. Van Buren enjoyved in the North
for the sake of heing just to the Sonth,
are lost upon the Southern Whigs.—
T]lt‘}' wilfully shut their eyes to these
recent and overwhelming evidences of
his regard for the rights and interests
ol the South, and with a perseverance
which would be comnmendable if it were
exercised in the canse of truth and jus-
tice, hunt up and array before the |‘u|h—
liey with flageant distortions, every act
of his previous life which they think can
have the least influence in ‘misleading
the public mind, and inducing the Sou-

| Whigs, against it, A decided majority
of Republicans was returned to the
Legislature, and at the spring session
[of 1821, an act passed for taking the
|sense of the people upon the subject of
‘a convention.  The same Republican
imembers who passed the eonvention
| billy elected Mr. Van Buen 1o the Sen-
late of the United States at the swune
SesS10N.

| The JH'I"I]II(' decided mfavorof o eon-
veution by an overwhelning majority,
;nlul the tIt‘I(‘L{[lTI‘H et 1n \ugust, 1821,
The l"t‘rlrt';d.Pnl'l.ﬂl}n'l-u' into this body
theit strongest men, among whom were
:l-'hit'i' Justice Speneer and Chancellor
IKent, who had voted against a conven-
tion in the Council of Revision the pre-
lceding vear, together with Judge Van
Ness, Judge Platty, Elisha Williams,

. that the abolition of slavery Lhas, as a citizen and as President, sol-| pursued a sunilar policy. and ¢lected, a-

. putting down of the present emnly and repeatedly disavowed and | mong other distinguished men, Mr. Van |extending the right of suflrage, and the

pation are duties equally holy,
o their homes, and Keeping out
or apolagizing for the conduet
s abolition allieg, have the liardi-
sohnrae Mr. Van Buren with the
cimiens which in oghers they

\\ e

nlite o excuse,
arowas at s legrht, they
dlerate M Clay in holdme b
of from uny act or declaration
houlil endanger the politieal sup-
the mud fanaties, and even per-
on collateral points to give them
encouragements theyv can aflili-
hout seruple with that party in
vth which ealls in the mid of Abo-
o secure an ascendancy in the
sovernments, elevates its leaders
psof trust, cives countenance to
beiples, hope to its exertions, and
h to its power,  But it there be
ghitest pretence upon which the

ading chanipion, Mr. Van Buren,
mistepresented, they do not hes-
o seize upon it to mislead the
of the Sonth, and alienate them
he real defenders of their rights
rseetions of the Union.  Gene-
pressions are perverted and mis-
1, votes and aets, mnocent in
Ives, are separated from the cir-
pices with which they were con-
. every art, misrepresentation and
ige are resorted to by men who
hetter, to deprive Mr. Van Buren
confidence and respect of the
P people,  To the develope-
of the last four years, which
with the elearness of sanshine,
ien and what party in the North,
iner to do the inost. and risk the
m osupport of the.rights of the
they wilfully shat their eyes, and
[t 10 blined the eyes of therr fellow
b= In vain has Mr. Van Buren
s subject, as well as all others,
p himsell a true diseiple of that old
| of Northern Republicans, which
o the foundation of the Govern-
mopposition to the assamptions,
I contempt of the taunts, of the
i party, defended and maintained
Ehts of the Southern States to es-
Lind regolate their own domestic
tons, without the interference of
sy 01 of the Government or peo-
other States,
aln was it, that, when the more
L inaticisin would have lighted the
of servile war in the South, by the
ation of incendiary publications
i the instrumentality of the mails
¢ post oflices—thus perverting a
icent mstitution of the General
fument for the common benefit,
most dangerous weapon of attack
the institutions and rights of the
°M States—when there was haz-
i g right, and many firm men
d hefore the fell s;:iri-l of Aboli-
W Mr. Van Buren did not hesi-
Wtorn hill to prevent their cir-
b In vain did he go into the
B the Progideney with the de-
, Il "_~ ml senson l:'\' pro-
i'l;‘l-]"-'l"- i elected, he *‘must go
*® Prasidential chair the inflexible
Heompromising opponent of any
1Pt on Tll[" part ol Congress 1o abol-
Ve in the District of Columbin.
’l‘llm wishes of the slave-holding
o 40d also with the determination
gnfrf;:dﬂd? to resist the slightest
el with the” subject in the
after I.h(e} ll]e.:n_sts. It is in vain,
Mition, election was over and his
i it r.inulfi no 'longer be con-
tiled hlt‘-lenn-nneer'mg' ex]mdm!ats,
o imself of his inauguration,
. CPPortunity in which ke could
3;11‘"“'{ to his countrymen, to
AR e;‘;‘;‘ﬂlrnncaa given by him be-
Uno i]-_"m. and further to declare
ill conflicting with these
"i;n ever receive my constitu-
. ﬁ;‘:ﬂ‘;“ It is in vain, that
iistragioy, el:n at the head of the
b Whatee e has said or done no-
Otver, inconsistent with

tacy of the North, and especially

repudiated,

Among the matters thus distorted is
the course of Mr. Van Buren in the
New York Convention of 1821, in re-

lerence to the relt ol hl]!‘i}"l‘_ﬁi‘ ::ITII t"-'-:

[“"\'l-"-:l"\ et ~'-;ii‘|'.|'.f|‘,
that pussaze ol lus lite has been so fully
diseussed and explained, that the appo-

sition find it no longer available in their | alists, now Whigs, gt 1.

Buren, Nathan Santord, Gov, Tompkins,
Col. Youne, Gen, oot and Judee Suth-
[erland,  The majority of the body was
[composed of well known Republicans,

Upon the great question of extending

In this region | the right of sullrage, the party lines

were distinetly drawns the Republicans
Betne i fuvor of extension. the Feder-

\ iy

wiae upon the Adninistration: but. | mittee, of which M Santord was ehair-

distant Stoates, where the explanations
have not been so generally dissemina-
ted, particolarly in Kentueky and Ten-
nessee, where important elections are
impending, it is the theme of incessant
musrepresentation. A brief recapitula-
tion ol fuets, wnich have heen alveady
laid betore the country, will show that
the Federal Whiz elamor in those quar-
ters acainst Mr. Van Buren, in connec-
tion with the right of sullrage, has no
just foundation. '

By the old Constitution of New York,

man, reported in tavorol abolishimg the

property qualification, and extending the | with the aid of a portion of the Repub-

|right of sullrage to all while persons ha-
vine six months' restdence, and paying
a tux on real or iu’l‘.-illllili propertys or
I'(".l."”llll.il_: t‘ll‘l"\'l\]l:ii sery i"". 1l ‘iH' hi'_lll'
way or in the militin, A res lute effort
wis made by the Federal leaders to a-
mend the report so as to require a pro-
perty qualification ot §230, which gave
rise to a long discussion,. e “-lll'l".'til'.‘-
[ef Spencer, Kent, and others of the
| Fledernl party, i favor of the propevty

no citizen could vote for remsbers of | qualification. and of Van Buren, "Tomp-
Assembly who Lad not resided in the Lking, and others of the Republican par-
county six months preceding the elee- | ty, against ity were reported and pub-
tion, and, during that time, possessed a lished. Mr. Van Buren's effort on that
freehold of the value of fifty dollars joceasion forms one of the main pillars
within the county, or rented tenements |of his abiding _populanty with the Re-
of the '\,‘u:ll'l'\' vilue ol five dollars, and I pnlﬂiu::ms of New ‘]_'l.'l'i\'. The ;_'mlld
5 s |.ﬂ|“ul‘1 ol the Bodgcsh duadovs, howevar,

llf‘f‘!‘\ ratod and uuluu“:.- ?ui-l to e I
to exclude a third part of the freemen

the State.  I'n be eutitled to vote for

1

Properly tounderstand and appreciate
Mr. Van Buren’s course on that inter-
esting oceasion, reference must be had
to the state of public opinion in New
York at the time,and the objeets which
the leaders of the two great political
parties had in view.

Before the calling of the convention
there were few advocates of universal
suflrage in the State of New York.—
The Republican party were in favor of
an extension of the right, but not in fa-
vor of universal suffrage. Mr. Van
Buren’s toast of 1820 spoke his own
opinion in general terms, and that of his
party, at that time. The Federal par-
tv, so far from being in favor of univer-
sal suflrage, were against any extension
| whatever. This was the state of feeling
when the convention met. According-
ly, the Republican party in the conven-

'the property qualification, and largely
Iederal leadersarrayed themselves most
resolutely against it. It soon became
apparent, however, that the.?' could not,
Ly any direct means,defeat the proposed
change in the Constitution of the State,
| whereupon they became forthwith the
advocates of universal sufirage, includ-
inir blacks and whites! From one ex-
treme they leaped at once to another,
and taking advantage of the liberal
views of the Republican delegates, they,

lican party, at one time carried the
(uestion.

[t was not difficult for Mr. Van Buren
and his associates to penetrate the de-
'sign of the federal leaders. They per-
lceived that the enemies of all reform,
not being able to prevent an extension
‘of the right of suffrage by direct means,
were now endeavoring so far fo outrun
public opinion as to produce the rejec-
tion of the proposed amendments by
the people; thus defeating the objects
for which the convention had been
called. It was not to be believed that
the people were at that time prepared
to vote for a Constitution which admit-
ted not only every white mun, but also
every f,-ugubtmc![]'r«w negro, Lo participate
equantly ‘with the white men of intelli-
gence and prohity in the electivn ol

[NO. 46.

S Vice President, to give his cast-|

Nenators and Governor, the eitizen must

ol §230, over and above all debts char-
aed thereon.  Free blacks enjoyed, by
that constitution, the right of saflrage
to the same extent as the whites,

By these restrictions, a vast number
of useful and intelligent citizens were
excluded from voting for Representa-

third of the males over 21 years of age
were cut ofl’ from voting tor Senators
and Governor altogether.  The disfran-
chitsement of so lnrge a portion of the
intelligent population was one of the
principal inducements which led the
Hl‘lrk!!l“'.‘mi ||:s.r'1'\' ol the Ntate to advo-
cate a conventions to amend the eonsti-
tution, as the only means by which this
injustice could be obviated. Mr. Van
Buren was ane ol the leading advocates
of an extended sullrace,

So far from being hostile to the great
changes which the constitution of New
York has undergone, in this respect, he
may with much greater propriety be re-
carded as the one by whom the ball of
revolution was first set i motion.—
Having been appointed to preside at a
celebration of the 4th of July, in the
year 1820, he gave from the chuir the
following toast;—

wThe Flective Franchise—Txisting
restrictions have proved to be as impol-
itic as they are unjust. It is the office
of wisdom to correct what experience
condemns,”

This sentiment was not only just in

itself, but well timed and extensively |

uselul. It contributed to call into vig-
arons netion dhe .‘s‘p]r'il of dissatisfaetion
which had long existed on the part of
the Democracy of the State. A refer
lence to the newspupers of the period
will show that the avowal thus made at
the seat of Government, emanating from
one enjoying so large a share of the
confidence of the Democratie party, and
received as it was with the greatest en-
thusiasm by the company, became the
rallying cry of the Democracy, and was
made the subject of constant agitation
until their efforts were crowned with
suceess.

At an ultra session of the Legislature
in November, 1820, a bill passed both
Houses, providing for the clection of
delegates to a convention for the pur-

ose of amending the constitution; the
Eepublicuns voting for it, and the Fed-
eralists against it. In the Council of
Revision, it was rejected by a party
vote; Gov. Clinton giving the casting
vote against it. This rejection pro-
duced great excitement in the State,
Mr. Van Buren and his friends taking
strong ground in favor of a convention,
and the Federalists, now selfstyled

have possessed a freehold of the valoe |

tives in the Assemnbly, and more than a ‘

of New York from having any voice in
their own government, was defeated by
tan overwhelming majority.,

| The Federalists then attempted to
Istrike out militia service as one of the

qualifications for the right of sullinge, themselves.

'in which they were opposed by Mr. Van
| Buren and the Republicans, and defeat-
red by a decisive vote.
A motion was then made to strike
rout the “highway™ qualifieation, which
fwas eirvied alter mueh discussion. The
(division upon this question was not by
party lines—>Myr. Van Buren, Governor
| Tompkins and other Republicans voting
(for the motion, and several of the prin-
cipal Federalists against it. On the next
day, this vote was reconsidered, and a
proposition admitting of universal sul-
frage, alter a residence of three years
in the State, and one in the city, coun-
|ty &e., was taken up and earried—Mr.
Van Buren and many Republicans vo-
ting against ity and a large portion of the
'ederalists voting for it.
| The whole subject was then referred
to a committee, which reported a provi-
sion declaring a residence of one year
lin the State, or six monthis in the town
lor county, and the payment of a State
!-_ll' t?.ﬁllllf_\' tax, or the ]Fl":'!-l'l'llrilll"l‘ ol
Hlabor on the highway, as constituting a
right to vote.  Military service was ad-
ded by the votes of Mr. Van Buren and
‘nearly all the Republican party, against
thut of all the leading Federahsts.

Another elfort of the Federal Ir-:u[t‘l""l

itn restore the property qualification was
IIlmn made, and defeated by Mr. Van
Buren and his political friends. For

ed, also, the highway qualification, which
was adopted.  Two efiorts were subse-
\quently made by the Federal leaders to
strike it out, but without success.

On a previous occasion the word
'swhite” had been struck out of the re-

port of the first’ committer, leaving the |

right of sulltage open to blacks, as well

as whites; retaining, in that respeet, the
|principles of the old constitution. _
The amendment muking sullrage uni-
versal, against which Mr. Van Buren
voted, embraced negroes as well as
whites, Upon the recommitment of
the whole gubject to a new comnmttee.
a proviso was annexed to the section,
in their report, regulating the qualifica-
tions of voters, to the effect that, to en-
title o free black to the right of suffraze,
he should have resided in the State three
years, and be possessed of a freehold of
the value of §250. This provision was
carried by the votes of Mr. Van Buren
and his political friends, against the
strenuous opposition of the Federal
(Whig) party, who insisted on a perfect
equality between the whites and the
'blacks, as under the old constitution.

reasons stated by him, he now support-|

public officers. The proposed change
would be so great and so startling as
alimost eertainly to produce the rejec-
tion of the amendments, and the defeat
of all reform, by the vote of the people

To counteract the machinations of
Federalisin, and accomplish the reforms
really desired by the Feople,‘l\lr. Van
Buren and his republican friends saw
the necessity of compromise and con-
cert among themselves in relation to
the changes to be proposed. Hence,
after the proposition for universal suf-
ftage of blacks as well as whites had
been carried by the votes of 4 large por-
tion of the federal party, the whole
|subject was referred to a commuittee,

= i
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of thirteen, whose report was now under
consideration. That ecommittee, though
comFoled of gentlemen, a large majori-
ty of whom had voted for the proposi-
tion of universal suffrage, had now re-
commended a middle course, viz: the
payment of a money tax or labor on
the highway, exclusive of militia ser-
vice, which i’md, however, very properly
been reinstated.”

The motives of Mr. Van Buren and
the leading republicans in the conven-
tion, are here clearly developed. Some
of them, among whom, was Mr. Van
Buren, doubted the expediency of con-
ceding the right of suflrage to frec blacks
and every description of white men, and
most of them were satisfied that the
public mind was not prepared to receive
and adopt so unexpected and startling a
proposition. They perceived that somne
of the leading Federalists, after losing
the property qualifications, went to the
other extreme of allowing the right in-
discriminately to blacks and whites, with
the view of outrunning public opinion,
and procuring a rejection of all amend-
ments by the people, To prevent this
result, and secure the changes desired
by those who had sapported the call of a
convention, the friends of reform com-
]:romised the question of suflrage, ma-
<ing it nearly universal so far as related
to whites, and imposing additional re-
strictions in reference to blacks. Mr.
Sanford's report proposed to exclude
blacks from the right of suffrage alto-
gether; the amendment adopted by the
vote of the Federal leaders, in conjunc-
tion with many republicans, but against
the opinion and vote of Mr. Van Buren,
extended it to all free negroes, however
ignorant or degraded. The middle course
proposed by the committee of compro-
mise, requiring a property qualification
of two hundred and fifty dollars to en-
title a negro to vote, would obviously,
in practice, so improvident is the Afri-
can race, amount to almost a total ex-
clusion, and at that time was going as
far as public opinion would be likely to
sustain. It was but the year before
that the State had been agitated by the
Missour t{uu.‘:‘liml, and advocates of wae-
gro equality were not wanting, who, in
case of the entire exclusion of the black
race, would be likely to act most zeal-
onsly with the federal party in attempt-
g to produce a rejection of the new
constitution, It was, therefore, prudent
in the friends of reform not to press the
entire exclusion of the African race as
was at first proposed. The wisdom of
the middle course adopted by them was
evinced by the result, the new consti-
tution having been adopted by a vast
majority of lﬁc people of New York.

And so satistactory was the opera-
tion of the extended suffrage allowed
by these amendments, that about five
years afterwards, the republican party,
with the hearty concurrence and co-op-
eration of Mr. Van Buren, adopted an
additional amendment, making sullrage
universal in respect to whites over 21

|with the view of compromising differ-
Lences among the real friends of relorm,
and baflling the designs of the Federal
leaders. The report of that committee,
muking the right of suffrage in whites
neatly universal, and at the same time
confining it to such blacks only as should
possess a freechold worth §250, was car-
vied in convention.

Mr. Van Buren's motives in the sup-
port he gave to the proposed amend-
ments to the constitution, are clearly
\developed in the speeches he made on
the oceasion. In reply to Mr. E. W il-
liams, one of the Fcécral leaders, who
was pressing the extension of the right
of suffrage beyond what Mr. Van Buren
believed the public mind was prepared
to sustain, he said “that gentlemen had
Lexpressed a belief a few days ago that
\we had already made the constitution
| warse, and he probably would not regret
to sce us go so far as to have all the
amendments rejected by the people.

Afterwards, when discussing the re-
port of the compromise committee, and
wiving his reasons for changing his vate
relative to the highway qualification, he
[ saids—
| “He supported a motion made by the
'ventleman from Dutchess to strike out
'the highway qualification, with the view
\of adding householder. That motion af-
lter full discussion had prevailed by a
| mujority of twenty. But what was the
| consequence? The very next day the
same ventleman who thought the high-
'wuy tax too liberal a qualification, vo-
ted that every person twenty-one years
lof age, having a certain term of resi-
\dence, and excluding actual paupers,
should be permitted to vote for every
officer of the government, from the
highest to the lowest—far outvieing in
this particular the other States of the
Union, and verging from the extreme of
restricted to that of universal suffrage.
The convention, sensible of the very
great stride which hud been taken by
the last vote, the next morning referred
the whole subject to a select committee

years of age,having a certain residence;
but leaving blacks still subject to the
restriction inposed in 1821, Mr. Van
Buren himselly in aletter to a commit-
tee of mechanies of Rhode Island, dated
July 9, 1833, gives a brief narrative of
these amendments to the constitution
and their practical effects.  Alluding to
the restrictions of the old constitution,
he says:

“The obvious injustice and ascertain-
ed inutility of this regulation, together
with other causes, led, in 1821, to the
call of a Convention for the revision of
our State Constitution. Of that Con-
vention I had the honer to be a mem-
ber; and in the discharge of the duties
imposed upon me by that situation, I
labored, and, in conjunction with the
majority of the convention, labored suc-
cessfully to abolish the freehold qualifi-
cation. The principle which I then ad-
vocated, and which was established by
the amended constitution, extended the
right of voting for all elective officers
of the State government to every citi-
zen who should contribute to the sup-
port of government, gither by the pay-
ment of taxes in money, or by labor on
the highways, or by service accordi
tolaw in the militin. The results of
experience, and the progress of liberal
qpimons, soon led to a further exten-
sion, and by an amendment of the eon-
stitution, finally adopted in 1826, the
right of suffrage was given to every
male citizen of full age, who shall have
been an inhabitant of the State for one
year, and of the county six months,
Ereceding the election. This provision,

owever, does not extend to persons of
color, who, by the constitution of 1821,
are not allowed to vote unless they have
been for thiee years citizens of theState,
and for one year before the election sei-
zed and possessed of a freehold of the
clear value of §250, and have been rated
and paid a tax thereon.”

This is the Constitution of New York
as it now stands.
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